*    READING AND WRITING    *

of the river j but on the other, which is exposed to the
impetuous tides of the ocean, the scenery participates
equally of the beautiful and romantic, the sublime and
terrific.

6We shall find the peace of the country replete with
the most animating rural charms . . . everywhere dis-
playing the triumph of cultivation. The whole island is
chequered by the most lovely opposition . . . the smooth
pasturing down, the wild heath, the polished lawn,
luxuriant meadows and extensive cornfields, delight-
fully intermixed with hedge-rows, trees, groves and
forest trees , . . the more embellished scenes of elegant
seats and genteel cottage-residences out of number.

The Inhabitants

'The constant intercourse which the inhabitants have
with persons from all parts of the kingdom has entirely
erased any insular peculiarity that might have formerly
existed* The yeomanry are a very respectable class: and
the native females have the reputation of possessing
superior personal charms, and certainly are no less re-
markable for those solid and amiable qualities which
form the basis of domestic happiness.

What to do when you go to Cowes

6The stranger at Cowes should first enquire for the
Parade, and then proceed along the sea-shore westward
of the Castle, near which are the bathing-machines. He
will presently pass the marine villas of Earl Belfast arid
Lord Grantham, when he will turn Ms attention towards
several uncommonly tasty lodging-houses, screened by
low woods. Here stands the jaew Episcopalian chapel: it is
the most pleasant feature which the town can boast....
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